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Overview of Photoshop Elements 15 
 Organizer’s Views 

 
 

If you have an older version of Photoshop Elements installed on your computer, when you install 
PSE 15, the Organizer’s Catalog will be converted to the new format during installation. When 
the installation completes, your picture thumbnails from your earlier version of PSE will be 
displayed. See the figure below. 
 
Here, we will only take a very quick look at the new Views in the Organizer’s main screen that 
were introduced in PSE 11. We’ll leave the details on how to work with these new Organizer 
views for later. 
 

 
 

Of course your Categories, Sub-Categories, and Tags in the right hand column will be different, 
but the general appearance will be as shown above. Also, as shown in the figure below, there will 
be five large tabs at the top, eLive, Media, People, Places and Events. We’ll take a quick peek at 
the Events, Places, and People views in the following sections. Each of these were introduced in 
PSE 11, and have evolved since then. 
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Events View 
 

1. Making sure the Tags tab is highlighted expand the Events (Tag) Category by clicking on 
the small arrow to its left. When it’s pointing down, you have expanded it to the next 
lower level. See the figure below. 

 

 
 

2. These are the Events Tags that have been created. 
3. Now click on the Events view tab at the top of the screen, and you may see a screen 

similar to the figure below. 
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4. Note in the figure below, the Events shown were specifically identified with their 
member photos tagged and assigned that Event. That is, you can view specific Events by 
either clicking in the Events View at the top of the screen. Double on an Event will 
expand the Event to its individual images. 

5.   

 
 

6. Click on the Media view tab at the top of the screen. This should again reveal the Tags 
panel on the right. 

7. Another way to view the images that you assigned a specific Event tag, is to click on the 
square to the left of the Tag name. In the figure below “2016 Pyramid Tournament” 
Event was selected.  
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8. Click on the Media tab at the top to display all of the images in the Catalog. 

 
Places View 

 
Whatever Sub-Categories and Tags you assigned under the Category, Places, they are shown in 
the Tags section on the right under Places Tags as shown in the figure below.  
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As with the Events view, when you click on the Places workspace tab at the top, most likely it 
will be empty, unless you have pictures taken with a camera or smartphone that embedded GPS 
data into the picture file. PSE 15 provides a workflow to add pictures to the Places view, even if 
their file does not contain GPS data. 
 
In the figure below, a variety of locations have been linked to specific locations either manually 
or by embedded GPS data. 
 

 
 
Each of the thumbnails in the above figure, represents a group of pictures that were taken at that 
geographic location. By zooming in on the map and clicking on a given thumbnail, only those 
photos taken at that location are displayed.  
 
In the figure below only the 27 photos that were taken at the specific location pinned on the map 
are shown. The specific format of the figure (map to the right of the images) was obtained by 
clicking on Edit in the thumbnail pin.  
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����������

	
�����
���������������������� ��

People View 
 

When you first open up your newly converted Catalog in PSE 15, your People Tags are shown 
near the bottom of the Tags panel along with the Places and Events Tags.  
 

 
 

Adobe is encouraging you to organize and find people of interest using the People view and its 
built-in Facial Recognition feature feature. They have spent a lot of effort in improving Facial 
Recognition performance since it was initially introduced a few versions ago. Personally, I still 
prefer to use the classical tagging workflow to assign specific people to my pictures. 
 
If like me you have used sub-categories and tags in previous versions to assign people, and you 
click on the People View tab, you a presented with a screen similar to the figure below. As 
shown, I clicked on the Family group, and all of the members of my defined family have an icon. 
If it is a thumbnail picture of the person, that means I used Adobe’s Facial Recognition process 
to identify them. If it is a generic icon, I used the traditional method to tag the person. The 
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number below a given icon is the number of images tagged. Double clicking on the icon will 
display all of the photos tagged for that person. 
 

�
�
Click on one of the stacks (Scott in the figure below), and that stack is expanded, and then 
clicking on Photos, the pictures that included that person are displayed.  
 

 
 

In my opinion, transitioning your workflow based upon using Tags etc to organizing your photos 
to the new workflow encouraged by Adobe will take some getting used to. At least it was for me.  
 
But you can continue to use your tags and add to them and pretty much ignore Facial  
Recognition and the People view in PSE 15.   
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eLive View 
 
 

The final view shown at the top of the Organizer screen is eLive. It has links to both written 
video tutorials that Adobe has selected to be shown here, as well as inspirational examples. The 
content is updated periodically and has grown substantially since it was introduced. When a new 
tutorial has been added a red badge is added to the eLive button that shows the number of new 
entries.   
 

 
  


