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AppTip Sheet – One Way to Screen Your Photos 
In Lightroom Classic  

 
 
 

In this tutorial we will use Lightroom Classic to screen photos and weed out those that are not 
worth working with it all. Then we will rate those that remain to identify the very few that 
represent our absolute best images.  
 
At this point in our workflow or process, we have uploaded a batch of photos into Lightroom 
Classic. We may or may not have tagged them with keywords yet. The screening step can come 
either before or after tagging. There are many ways to screen your photos, we will use one 
method. The most important point, regardless of your method is to be consistent. 
 
In this exercise, we will basically use the approach promoted by Chris Marquardt 
(https://chrismarquardt.com/)in his eBook, 1 Hour 1000 Pics, he wrote a few years go. He 
maintains that using his system, it is easy to go through 1000 images and cull out the very best 
30 or so in about an hour. You won’t be that fast in the beginning, but you will be surprised just 
how rapidly you can screen your images, so you can concentrate on working with the very best 
ones and not waste time on your not so good shots.  
 
I expand this approach slightly to accommodate the large number of videos that I take. In another 
tutorial, I will expand how I treat videos using Lightroom Classic. 
 
Let’s get started.   
 

1. Make sure you are in the Library mode in Lightroom CC. Assuming you have just 
imported some new photos, Lightroom will be in that mode. 

2. In the left panel, select the folder that contains the photos you want to screen. 
a. In the figure below, a selected a batch of photos and videos (95) from a recent 

soccer tournament my granddaughter competed in. These have been tagged but 
not really screened yet. 
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3. In the first phase of this process, you will view each picture in the folder, and pick the 
keepers, by pressing the P key for each one. At this point you are being pretty generous 
and only deleting those with real problems.  

a. Those that you have selected will have a tiny white flag in the upper left-hand 
corner of the thumbnail. 

b. You can adjust your picks later in the process if need be. 
4. What I normally do at this point is double-click on the photo or video to view only it. 

This also allows me to play the videos. 
 

 
 

5. The goal or likely outcome at this point is to reduce the number of pictures by about 
50%. The figure below shows an example of a typical screen at this point.  
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Tip and Special Note About Screening Videos: 

 Screening/evaluating videos is more complicated. To begin with you need to play 
through the entire video. Trimming and cutting out scenes can make a video clip 
work. 

 Also, there may well be frame-captured scenes within the video that warrant 
future work. Because of this, the percentage of videos Picked will probably be 
higher than for still images.  

 You can scroll through the image and videos using the left and right arrow keys 
on your keyboard.  

 
6. Next, on the Menu bar, click on Library > Refine Photos as shown below. 
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7. Click on Refine to proceed. 
8. At this point, as shown below, you are only looking at those you marked as keepers 

(Picks). All the others are currently identified as Rejects. 
9. The screen below results. All of your rejects are shown with a black flag with an X, and 

their thumbnail is faded out. There are no flags for your current picks, and their 
thumbnails are not faded.  
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10. Now we are ready to star-rate the remaining pictures we are screening. First select 

Attribute from the Filter bar as shown below. 
 

 
 

11. You can use any star-rating system you like, but here is what Chris Marquardt 
recommends: 

a. Every picture remaining at this point gets a rating of one to three stars. 
b. 1 Star = Documentary value.  
c. 2 Stars = Good but needs work. 
d. 3 Stars = Very promising. 

Rate each photo and video. Again, the videos will be harder to rate, because they have 
additional opportunities for improvement. What I tend to do is give most of the videos a 
2, those that I know really are good a 3.  

12. Set the Rating Filter to 3 Stars by first clicking on the small arrows to the right of 
Custom on the Filter bar in the lower right part of the screen and selected Rated as 
shown below. 
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13. Then select, equals (=) 3 Stars as shown below. As shown below, you click on whatever 
symbol is to the right of Filter. Then click on the number of stars desired. At this point 
only those pictures rated with 3 Stars are displayed. 
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14. These photos represent those you wish to work on to enhance their brightness, color, 

crop etc. This number are your best images and now it’s to take them to the next level. 
15. Assuming Step 13 has been completed, it is time to see if any of your photos should be 

rated with four or even five stars.  
a. 4 Stars = Happy to share the photo in public 
b. 5 Stars = Portfolio material, the best of the best. 
c. Leaving a picture at three stars or even lowering its star rating is ok at this point. 

16. The final phase is deleting the Rejects. You may want to wait some time pass between 
this step and Step 14.  

a. Remove all of the filters, by selecting the appropriate option in the Custom Filter 
dropdown in the lower right corner. 

b. Press Ctrl+Backspace. This should display all of those pictures you rejected 
earlier.  

c. Review the flagged pictures and un-flag (U) them and assign an appropriate star 
rating to any that you want to save.  

17. Select all of those you want to delete (still have the black Flag) and press the Delete key.  
18. As shown in the figure below, click on the Delete from Disk button to delete these 

photos from the Catalog and the hard drive. 
 

 
 

This basically completes the screening or weeding out process. In working through this example, 
I reduced the original number of photos and videos from 95 to 34. Remember, this is only one 
way to reduce the number of photos to a reasonable number. But whatever approach you choose, 
including your star rating definitions, be as consistent as possible. 
 


